
Informal Waste Workers Slowly Turn The

Tide

A Note from Akanksha Borkar, Regional Manager, FINISH Society

Sustained  efforts have been made to better the lives of Informal Waste Workers of Chirala & Guntur.

Today, they have been slowly empowered to become better armed to face life and improve their quality of

life, thanks to the efforts put in by Secretary, Abhijit Banerji and his team.  

Some of the key tools the IWWs are armed with is that today they are:  

• Financially Literate 

• Regular medical camps have been conducted to improve their health indicators

• Cluster level meetings are conducted on a monthly basis to cover different government schemes like

housing, and training to create secondary livelihoods and to provide them linkages with other government

schemes.

Two examples illustrate  how training and secondary source of income have boosted the women’s economic

power to help them lead a more empowered and comfortable life.

 

Ms. Kotamma lives  in  Swarna Bharathi Nagar, in Guntur. She has two children (one girl and one boy). Her

daughter got married while her son is studying in Class 10th  in the local Government High School. Her

husband expired 10 years back. She joined as Municipal Worker in 2018 as an outsourced employee. She

works at Krishna Tulasi Nagar and commences work  at 05:30 am and her daily schedule ends at  02:30 pm

Her income is not sufficient to run the family . After ITC MSK began a secondary livelihood training

program as  vegetable grower and vendor her combined income has jumped to Rs 21,000 a month. She is

today a much happier person and her quality of life has seen a quantum jump. 



Ms. Rosemary  hails from Adavitahkkelapadu  Colony, Guntur. She has two children (one girl and one boy),

and while her daughter got married, her son is  working in the private sector. Her husband left the family

after the birth of the children. She too joined as Municipal Worker in 2018 as outsourced employee. She

begins her duty at 05:30 am and her day ends by 03:30 pm .After receiving  training from ITC MSK  she

started a secondary livelihood by opening a petty snacks outlet in the evening time. She now earns  Rs 22

thousand a month from her combined activity.  At present, she proudly says she has cleared all the debt she

owed her money lenders and lives a happy and content life. 

 

Champions of Change in Devashish City

Poonam Singh and Rajni Soni, residing in the vibrant city of Devashish, Rajasthan have transformed their

homes and society into living examples of cleanliness and creativity. Poonam, a diligent student who got

educated in Mumbai, and Rajni, a dedicated resident for the past eight years, have emerged as champions

of change.

Read the whole story

Lalgate’s Emotional Tale Of Community Resilience

In the heart of Udaipur, nestled behind the majestic Jagdish Temple in Ward 52, there once existed a

sprawling eyesore known as the GVP (Garbage Vulnerable  Point). This area had become a dumping ground

for the residents of the surrounding neighborhood, a place where the detritus of daily life found its final

https://www.finishsociety.org/champions-of-change/


resting place. Piles of waste had accumulated over time, creating a daunting challenge for those seeking to

restore the area's cleanliness.

Read the whole story

A Girl’s Journey From Bad Health To Empowerment

In the quiet village of Jhalthekriwal, nestled in the serene landscapes of Kapurthala district, a young girl

named Muskandeep Kaur had a challenging start to her school days. When just in class VII, she found

herself frequently absent from school due to persistent health issues—diarrhea, stomach pain, and vomiting

plagued her, often confining her to her home while her friends played outside

Read the whole story

Sujat, From Waste Collector To Wealth Generator

This is the poignant and life-changing story of Sujat, originally from West Bengal now settled with his

family in Vyas district, Punjab, garnering  livelihood opportunities. Initially, Sujat started a small business

collecting and selling scrap, gathering discarded items from various places or purchasing them from people

https://www.finishsociety.org/lalgates-emotional-tale-of-community-resilience/
https://www.finishsociety.org/a-girls-journey-from-bad-health-to-empowerment/


to sustain his family. However, the income from this venture was barely sufficient, making life an ardous

challenge.

Read the whole story

Click to watch full video
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